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Scouting for all

Scouting is open to all young people from 6 - 21 years of age. Its 
aim is to develop young people so that they can be constructive 
members of society.

This is done by offering young people a programme of fun, 
adventure and challenge.

Scouting is a journey for all ages. As a young Beaver Scout 
or Cub Scout you will begin the Scouting trail by taking part in 
adventures such as hiking, exploring, treasure hunts, and some 
camping. When you become a Scout your adventures will really 
take off and everything is possible.

All Scouts wear a uniform and this is different in each section. You 
will also be allowed to wear the Group neckerchief around your 
neck when you pass a number of basic tests such as - lighting a 
fire in the open and cooking something on it, go on a hike or camp 
and know the Scout Law and Promise.

Camping, hiking and outdoor activities are core elements of our 
programme. This is delivered to young people by working in small 
teams of young people of similar age. Within these small teams 
a young person is taught how to be responsible, resourceful, 
prepared and capable to handle many situations which they 
can be confronted within their journey to adulthood. Life skills, 
working with other, caring and understanding of their environment, 
leadership skills and the taking on of responsibilities both for 
themselves and others underline the development and out of 
school educational value of Scouting for your child.

All Leaders in Scouting are volunteers and give up their time to 
work with young people free of charge. These adults are carefully 
chosen and trained so that every young person can have an 
enjoyable and worthwhile experience in Scouting.
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An idea is born

Boy Of Ideals
Robert Baden-Powell (known to Scouts as “B-P”) was 
born in London on 22nd February 1857, celebrated to-
day by Scouts as ‘Founder’s Day’. Even at the age of 8 
he recorded a code of values that echoed later in his life 
in the Scout Promise and Law.

Army Career
Although not an academic, he attended Charterhouse 
School in Surrey, where he also developed his interests 
in sport, music, art, drama, and the outdoor life. He led 
a distinguished army career becoming the youngest 
ever Major-General, before his retirement in 1910. His 
service included short postings in Ireland at Ballincollig, 
Cork and Curragh manoeuvres in 1893, and then as 
Squadron Commander at Dundalk and Belfast 1895 and 
Marlborough (now McKee) Barracks, Dublin 1897. Much 
of his military service was in India and South Africa.

Why “Scouts”?
B-P himself excelled at “scouting” – the skill of military 
reconnaissance in enemy territory - using his stalking, 
camouflage, disguise, mapping and survival skills. He 
published several training manuals, 
including Aids to Scouting (1899), based 
on his unorthodox new techniques. These 
involved more scope for individual initiative, 
work in small teams and recognition badges 
to reward achievement.

Charterhouse School in Surrey Baden Powell was keen on watercolor painting this is 
title ‘My home in the wood’

Baden Powell in his 13th 
Hussars Uniform

Laws for me when I am old

I will have the poor people as rich as we are, and there ought 
to be rights to be as happy as we are, and all you go across 
the  crossings shall give the crossing sweeper some money 

and you ought to thank God for what he has given us and he 
made the poor people to be poor and the rich people to be rich 
and I can tell you how to be good. Now I will tell you. You 
must pray to God whenever you can but you cannot be good 
with only praying but you must try very hard to be good.

by RSS. Powell  26 January 1865

Written by Baden Powell at the age of eight, values he 
carried through his life and which can be seen reflected 
in the Scout Law and Promise
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Mafaking - an idea is born
Before he established the Scout movement, B-P 
was best known for the defence of Mafeking 
through a seven-month siege during the Boer War 
1899/1900. At the outset of the siege, he had at 
his disposal 750 locally raised troops and a force 
of 400 irregulars formed from the townspeople 
against a Boer army of 6,000 men.

The town contained stocks of food, forage and 
railway material, which would have proved useful 
to the Boers.
 
He displayed amazing courage, ingenuity and 
resourcefulness with only a small garrison and 
meager resources. He formed the boys of the town 
into a Cadet Corps as messengers and orderlies. 
He saw how young people, given training and 
responsibility, rose to the occasion and worked well 
in small teams.
 
By the time the town was relieved on 17 May, 
battle casualties on both sides had reached 463. 
Its relief led to riotous celebrations throughout 
Britain and made Baden-Powell a national hero. 

This experience led him to adapt his ideas on scout 
training for use by existing youth organisations as 
part of their programme.

Mafaking Cadet Corps

Public awareness of the 
siege was heightened 
by regular reports and 
illustrations.

Public celebrations across the 
UK erupts when news of the 
relief of Mafaking is announced 
making Baden Powell a national 
hero
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Aids to Scouting
In 1899 while serving in the Boer War, Baden 
Powell wrote his sixth military book, ‘Aids To 
Scouting’. The book presented ideas about the 
role of Army Scouts within the army and the 
type of skills required to carry out the role.

After the defense of Mafeking (1899-1900) in 
South Africa Baden-Powell became a national 
hero in the UK. As a result the book found an 
audience among teachers and young people 
who were attracted to his ideas of outdoor 
skills and game. Within months, the book 
written for soldiers had sold 100,000 copies, a 
remarkable number for a military manual.

Aids to Scouting contains sections on the 
characters of a scout, as well as practical 
advice on observation, stealth/camouflage, 
map reading, sketching, tracking, reporting and 
care of horses. It presents these topics is a 
simple conversational style that makes it easy 
to read. For testing these skills, the book’s 
appendix included games with names like 
Spider and Fly, Flag Stealing, Quick Sight, and 
Chart and Compass Races.

Aids to Scouting was written and published 
seven years before Scouting for Boys but it is 
a foundation document of his future ideas for 
Scouting. 

In 1904 at a rally organised for the Boys 
Brigade, William Smith, the founder of the Boys 
Brigade, suggested that Baden Powell might 
adapt his Aid to Scouting Ideas as a manual for 
boys. The suggestion spawned Baden Powell’s 
idea for ‘Scouting for Boys’.
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Arthur Pearson the Facilitator 

Arthur Pearson was a successful publisher and 
newspaper magnate of his time, publishing such titles 
as the Daily Express and Evening Standard.

He is an important figure in the birth and success of 
Scouting.

As was usual at the time, people of influence held 
weekend parties and gatherings at their homes. A wide 
variety of people were invited to these gatherings.  In 
July 1906 Baden Powell was such an invitee due to his 
popularity within the UK.

At a dinner Baden Powell explained his idea for 
Scouting. At the table also was Percy Everett, his chief 
editor. After the dinner Arthur Pearson decided to help 
develop and support the idea of Scouting.

Arthur was involved in many charity projects - he 
supported homes for disabled young people and also 
had a deep interest and funded  the ‘Fresh Air Fund’ 
which transported over 6 million young people out of 
cities into the fresh air for a day. He also had a interest 
in blind people and the provision of braille books.

Baden Powell confided to Percy Everett some years 
later that Arthur Pearson was the ‘first public figure he 
had  spoken to about his idea’

Arthur Pearson provide some early funding to Baden 
Powell to tour the UK to promote the idea and opened 
doors to his many contacts to promote the idea of 
Scouting.

While supportive of the general idea of Scouting 
Pearson was a business man and has his sights on the 
bigger publishing prize - a weekly magazine.

Percy Everett was assigned to Baden Powell to assist him 
and be Pearson’s link with him. He visited the Brownsea 
camp and assisted in the development and editing of 
Scouting for Boys.

He was Baden Powell right hand man and also attended the 
Humshaugh and Beaulieu camps.

He was appointed as one of the five Chief Scout 
Commissioners. He was involved in the opening of Gilwell 
Park and the design and development of the first Leader 
training programme. 

Baden-Powell himself wore six woodbadge beads. But 
B-P also awarded a set of six beads to Sir Percy Everett 
to acknowledge the tremendous debt that he owed to Sir 
Percy. He became the Commissioner for Training and 
eventually the Deputy Chief Scout. 

He also assisted in the development and organisation of the 
World Jamboree in Arrowe Park.

He was knight Sir Percy Everett in 1930 for his services to 
the development of Scouting and Guiding.

Sir Percy Everett

Sir Percy Everett

Arthur Pearson
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Brownsea Island
Brownsea Island, in Poole Harbour, Dorest in England was 
the location of the first Scout Camp. The camp was an 
elaborate experiment to test of the idea of Scouting, before 
he set about writing ‘Scouting for Boys’.

Earlier in May 1907, Baden Powell was holidaying in 
Ireland at Knocklofty, outside Clonmel, when he met Mr 
and Mrs Charles van Raalte, the owners of Brownsea 
island and now that he hatched the idea of the camp he 
sought their permission to use it.

Camping on an island would certainly appeal to the 
imagination of any young boy. Now that the site was 
secured he needed some boys to try out his scouting idea. 
He chose 20 boys, some from public schools such as Eton 
and Harrow and other working class lads from the local 
Boys Brigades in East London.

They boys were formed into four Patrols, Wolves, Bulls, 
Curlews and Ravens. During the camp he tested his ideas 
with a programme of Scouting activities - camping skills, 
observation, woodcraft, life-saving and games – which was 
an outstanding success.

As well as the skills required for outdoor living Baden 
Powell was also interested in how young people would 
work and interact together in small groups, particularly
boys from different backgrounds.

Kudu Horn used by Baden Powell to 
rally Patrols on Brownsea Camp

Baden Powell with boys waiting for 
ferry boat to Brownsea Island
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Brownsea Island 2
Scout Patrol
B-P’s Patrol concept built on the natural desire 
of young people to form into “gangs” in their 
neighbourhoods and schools. Working in small groups 
or Patrols of 6 to 8 boys challenged them to plan 
and carry out their own activities, with minimal adult 
intervention.
A good Patrol has a real ‘Patrol Spirit’ – an indefinable 
quality like personality, character or leadership – but 
recognisable in practice. It is the fun, friendship, 
identity and loyalty that holds the Patrol together, and 
makes it more important than the individual members.
Responsibility & leadership was delegated to the 
young people themselves. One of them became the 
Patrol Leader who is the key person responsible for 
progress and discipline, drawing on the diverse talents 
of the Scouts in the Patrol.

B-P’s Scout Method
• Learning achieved through doing rather than 

listening. What I learn I forget; what I see I 
remember; what I do I know.

• Working in small groups.
• Emphasis on outdoors.
• Award scheme for individual and group 

achievements – Merit or Proficiency Badges.
• Unique mix of adventure, challenge, friendship 

and fun.
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Brownsea Island 3
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Scouting for Boys
Scouting for Boys was the spark that ignited the Scout 
Movement. It was published in January 1908 in six parts. 
The publication of the handbook in six parts had already 
been promoted by large gatherings and meetings attended 
by Baden Powell in 1907.
Immediately, Scout patrols began to be formed around the 
UK but also the wider reaches of the British Empire. 
The first Scouts in Ireland been formed in February 1908.
The publishing of Scouting for Boys was a new publishing 
initiative supported by Arthur Pearson and leads the way 
to the publishing of the weekly ‘Scout’ magazine and other 
magazine titles for his company. 
After the initial publication, all the parts were compiled into 
a handbook which continues to be sold to this day. Scouting 
for Boys has remained in the top ten listings of the most 
influential boys of all time.

The text on the back of Issue 
3 outlines the initial interest 
in Scouting created by the 
publication of Scouting for 
Boys.
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Scout Promise and Law

The Scout Badge
B-P was asked what he had to say about this warlike interpre-
tation of his badge. Critics often accused Scouting of being a 
military organisation in its early days, doing nothing more than 
training boys to become ‘cannonfodder’, and so he had his 
answer ready.

“The crest is a lily, the emblem of peace and purity.

The actual meaning to be read from the Fleur-de-Lys is that it 
points in the right direction (and upward).

The stars on the two side arms may also be read to mean that 
the way is blocked and wrong, though they actually stand for 
the two eyes of the Wolf Cub having been opened before he 
became a scout.

Furthermore, the three points of the Fleur-de-Lys reminds the 
Scout of the three points of the Scout’s Promise.”

Scout Sign

1908 1909 1920’s

Colour scheme
White represents 
purity. Purple rep-
resents leadership 
and service

The encircling 
rope symbolis-
es the unity of 
the World Scout 
Movement

The five stars 
represent the 10 parts 
of the original Scout 
Law

The Fleur-de-Lys 
represents the import 
principles of Duty to 
God, Service to others 
and the Scout Law
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“The left handshake, common to Scouts and Guides 
everywhere, and peculiar to them, has a romantic 
reason underlying it.
The Founder, in explaining it, used to tell the story 
of two tribes in Africa that were constantly at war 
with one another, until suddenly one day the leader 
of one of them had a change of heart. He came to 
the border of his own territory and, when the chief of 
the opposing tribe appeared, flung down his shield 
and held out his left hand in friendship, saying that 
here was the proof as he had come unarmed and 
in a new spirit. The other chief responded at once 
and this giving of the left hand came to be regarded 
as a sign of love and trust for those who live by a 
common Law and Promise”. 

In creating the scouting idea many factors were 
considered including the tales of Knights, the 
practices of the Native American Indians, the Zulu 
Tribes of Africa and the adventures of Cú Chulainn 
and the Red Branch Knights in Ireland. He was 
particularly interested in the process of young 
people becoming warriors in their tribes 
He provided romance, even down to the smallest 
detail. Nothing belonged to the realm of the 
mundane. Everything had meaning. 

The Scout membership badge, and the First Class 
badge, as soon as they were woven in cloth, the 
surround was given a Zulu shield shape. The five 
pointed stars introduced into the petals of the fleur-
de-lis to produce an unique version so as to ensure 
its registration as a trade mark became no accident. 
The Law and Promise, originated from the Knights of 
old. Each Wolf Cub acted out Kipling’s Jungle Book. 
Rover Scouts were involved in Knightly Quests and 
were Invested after serving a squireship.

Handshake and Motto

Explanation of the use of the left hand shake 

provided by Olave Baden-Powell

In Scouting for Boys, Baden-Powell wrote 
that to ‘Be Prepared’ means “you are always 
in a state of readiness in mind and body to 
do your duty.”

More than a century later, preparedness is 
still a cornerstone of Scouting. Through its 
fun, values-based programme, Scouting 
prepares young people for life.

His idea was that Scouts should prepare 
themselves to become productive citizens 
and strong leaders and to bring joy to other 
people. He wanted each Scout to be ready 
in mind and body and to meet with a strong 
heart whatever challenges await him.
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The uniform ‘A Scout does not use a showy uniform, because 
it would attract attention; but Scouts in a Patrol 
should as far as possible dress alike’,

Baden-Powell, ‘Scouting for Boys Part 1’ 1908 

Hat  Khaki colour, flat brim, strap   
 round crown and chin strap.
Neckerchief Of one colour for the Troop   
 worn loosely knotted at the   
 throat and also at the ends.
Shirt Blue, khaki, green or grey two  
 patch pockets (buttoned),    
 shoulder straps or a jersey or   
 sweater of the same colour, if   
 preferred.
Shorts Blue or khaki.
Belt Brown leather; swivels, coat   
 straps, pouch optional; buckles 
 of a dull metal; approved design 
 of a belt is obtainable from 
 Headquarters.
Stockings Dark colour or khaki, coloured   
 tops optional, green garters with 
 tabs showing outside of leg. 
 Stockings are worn turned down   
 below the knee.
Shoes Black or brown.
Staff Marked in feet and inches.

‘For the boy a uniform is a big attraction, and when 

it is a dress such as backwoodsmen wear it takes 

him in imagination to be directly linked up with those 

frontiersmen who are heroes to him. The uniform also 

makes for Brotherhood, since when universally adopted 

it covers up all differences of class and country.’

Baden Powell, ‘Lessons from the Varsity of Life’, 
1933

Scout Uniforms where not readily available when 
Scouting  began, and most of the early uniform 
shirts where hand–me –down old military shirts 
from older brothers or relatives in the army. ‘Official’ 
Scout shirts only became available in 1909 with 
the opening of the Scout Supply Shop in London. 
Often parents would make shirts from sketches in 
‘Scouting for Boys’ Handbook or via articles in the 
weekly ‘Scout’ magazine.

Functional
All parts of the Scout uniform where functional and 
practical from the Scout Stave to the neckerchief 
each item could be employed in the pursuit of 
exploration and adventure.

Practical device used for protecting the 
shape of a Scout Hat
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Neckerchiefs, and the Woggle

The Woggle 
In the early days of the Scout Movement, the Scout scarf/
neckerchief was tied using a loose knot at the neck and 
naturally became very creased. However, it was known 
that the Americans Scouts were experimenting by using a 
ring made from bone, rope or wood to keep their scarves 
together. Bill Shankley,  a Scout in London, found out 
about the American rings and decided to try and go one 
better. After various attempts with different materials he 
finally made a Turks Head knot - adopted in the days of 
sailing ships when seamen developed decorative forms 
of rope work as a hobby – making it from thin sewing 
machine leather belting.
He submitted this idea for approval from the Chief Scout 
Baden Powell and had it accepted.

The American rings were called ‘Boon Doggles’, most 
probably because they were made of bone, and the name 
was a skit on ‘dog bones’. To rhyme with ‘Boon Doggle’, 
Shankley called his creation a ‘Woggle’. 

The Scout Scarf 
The Scout Scarf /neckerchief is perhaps its most 
recognisable feature. Originally, all scout scarves were 
forest green as suggested in Scouting for Boys. However, 
the first patrols and troops stared to create multi coloured 
scrarves as an identify feature. Today, each group has 
its own distinctive combination of colours. The design 
can be half and half, single coloured, coloured borders 
of any kind or elaborate multi – coloured designs. The 
neckerchief has many practical uses apart from as a 
part of uniform. It can be used for first aid, signalling 
and a wide range of carrying functions. Traditionally, a 
neckerchief is held together using a ‘woggle’ or a knot tied 
in its ends.
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The staff was adopted by Baden-Powell, because of 
its usefulness as an outdoor tool. It can be used while 
hiking for wading streams and providing support. It 
can also be used in a variety of creative ways to make 
shelters, stretchers, for signalling or as a flag pole.

Markings on a stave
Each Scout marked out their stave with inches and 
feet measurements to aid in ‘estimating’ work. It also 
formed a record of their Scout life, recording camps 
and hikes. Patrol totems were also carved on some 
scout staves.

The Scout Stave

Scout stave were traditionally 5 foot 
in height. The Patrol Leader had a 
stave 5ft 6’’ in height to allow the 
Patrol Flag to be fixed to the stave 
without affecting the markings on 
the stave.

As the Scout Stave was also used 
in Parades and displays as part of 
the uniform a number of formal drill 
actions and commands 
were developed to provide 
a spectacle at parades.
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Service to Others - the Daily Good Deed

Scouting in America

A Very Good Deed - How Scouting Reached 
America

In thick London smog in 1909, an American visitor, William 
D Boyce, asked a boy for directions. The boy took the 
time to lead him to his destination, but when the visitor 
offered him a tip for his service, the boy declined saying 
that he was
a Scout doing his Good Deed for the day.

The American had heard about the new Scouts Move-
ment, but was so impressed by the Scouts action that he 
wanted find out more, and made it his business to meet 
B-P while in London, and this led to the start of Scouting 
in the USA in 1910.

Service to others and the daily good deed 
principle was quickly adopted by all Scouts. 
Individual Scouts and Patrols often surveyed 
their local community to discover good deeds to 
undertake.
The body of Scouting membership can be seen 
in many large events - acting as stewards, 
helping with food distribution, providing first aid. 
During the first and second world wars Scouts 
provide home front service and coast watch 
duties.
Acts of kindness and good deeds are an 
essential character building activity - Baden 
Powell recognised it extreme value in the 
development of value based ethics as portrayed 
in the Scout promise and Law.
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The Patrol
The Patrol Idea
The principles of the Patrol System were first 
introduced by the Founder, Baden-Powell,when 
he was with the British Army in India. The system 
he devised enabled soldiers to operate in small 
groups and use their own initiative within the 
overall plan of a campaign.

To advance the idea within the Army B-P wrote a 
small book Aids to Scouting. It was so novel and 
at the same time practical that many members of 
the teaching profession adapted these principles 
to teaching. When the Movement was founded 
and Scouting For Boys was published, the Patrol 
System became one of the basic elements of 
Scouting.

Patrols
The use of Patrols of young people not only 
gave a real adventure aspect to the programme 
and responsibility to the Scouts themselves, 
but it also blended perfectly with the natural 
desire in young people to form into gangs 
in their neighborhoods and schools. It was 
these very gangs which met in the streets who 
spontaneously formed themselves into Patrols 
and started Scouting.

Early Irish Patrols from South Dublin and Wicklow



1908 1909 191019071906

The Scouting Journey
Growth of Movement
The phenomenal growth of the Movement was attributed 
to a combination of the appeal of real adventure offered 
by the programme, coupled with the challenge it offered 
to the “Gang” to plan it’s own activities and to be 
responsible to itself for discipline, without interference 
from adults.

The Patrol System
The Patrol System allows young people to form 
themselves into self-selected gangs and allows members 
of the Patrol to choose their own leader. The Patrol 
and the Patrol Leader carry a responsibility to plan and 
conduct the activities and to take care of discipline within 
the Patrol. The Patrol must know the fun of planning and 
executing its own adventures, also it must make its own 
decisions and learn by its own mistakes.

The Patrol Leader
The Patrol Leader is the key person in the Patrol. He/
she should have absolute belief in the Patrol in spite of 
occasional disappointments. The good Patrol Leader 
will work towards having a self-controlled Patrol—every 
Scout in the Patrol doing the right thing because he/she 
wants to do it, not because the Patrol Leader makes 
them do it.

In a Patrol of eight, the Patrol Leader, must always 
remember that it is comprised of eight different human 
beings, some of whom will be very good at some things 
and not very good at others, and even with quite young
Scouts you will find that some, for example, show 
particular ability in cooking, pioneering, sailing, or 
woodcraft. Some will be more observant, others will have 
their senses more acutely developed.

The job of a Patrol Leader is to use the talents of your
individual Scouts to help the gang as a whole.

Campfire in Powerscourt

1st Wicklow Scout Troop
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Patrol Names and logos
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Patrol Flags
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Early Patrols and Troops
First Irish Scouts
Ireland was one of the first countries to have Scouts, and the first 
recorded meeting took place at the home of Mr. Richard P. Fortune, 
3 Dame Street, Dublin on 15th February 1908 where four boys were 
enrolled in the Wolf Patrol of the 1st Dublin Troop. Mr. Fortune, a 
retired merchant seaman, became the Scoutmaster. His house 
(now demolished) was close to the City Hall, where a plaque in the 
adjoining Barnardo Square now marks the location.

The 2nd Dublin formed the following week at 5 Upper Camden Street.

Details of the formation of early Scout Patrols and Troops are 
sketchy, as initially there was no administration to keep such records. 
However it is known that other Scout Troops formed in Dublin, Bray, 
Greystones, Dundalk and Belfast in the early months of 1908. By 
1913 it was estimated that there were over 20,000 Scouts throughout 
Ireland.

No 3 Dame Street - location 

of Ging’s shop before it was 

demolished in the 1970’s

Dame Street street scape in early 1900’s
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The Trek Cart
The humble Scout trek cart started life, as much as Scouting did, like uni-
form, traditions and equipment, in Baden Powell’s military past. The trek cart 
was widely used by the military around the 1st World War and beyond, to 
carry munitions and equipment to the battlefield.
From the start of Scouting in 1907 to as late as the 1950’s Scouts adopted 
the trek cart for more peaceful uses, that of seeing them to camp, loaded 
with tents and equipment. The cart will accommodate all of the ordinary 
equipment of a Scout patrol, or excess equipment of several patrols.
The cart was pulled by two Scouts on the main pulling bar, with two or
three more on each side pulling at the ropes hitched to the wheels.

British Scouts circa 1913 on 

their way to camp with trek cart

American Scouts circa 1920 use the trek 
cart as a camp tool often as a camp kitchen 
following the idea of the chuck wagon.



1908 1909 191019071906

The Scouting Journey

Irish Scouts circa 1911 on a Troop hike with trek cart location South Dublin
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The Scout Magazine
The Scout Magazine commenced publication 
some weeks after the publication of Scouting 
for Boys, on the 14 April 1908. The Scout 
Magazine was an important element in the 
promotion and development of Scouting. 
The Scout Magazine was published weekly 
and within its 24 pages - 8 pages would be 
devoted to Scouting with articles from Baden 
Powell - a feature in each issue. Adventure 
stories and features which reflected other 
comic type magazine available for young 
people at the time. As Scouting grew in 
numbers so did the sales of the The Scout.

While Scouting for Boys presented the core 
idea of scouting through the pages of the 
Scout Magazine Baden Powell could explain 
and elaborate on ideas.

How to form Troops, how to organise 
programme, explaining the scout Law 
and Promise - each article reacting to the 
expanding organisation.

The excitement of the expanding organisation 
was also captured through the news of 
scouting’s expansion across the world. Baden 
Powell reported on his travels, and many 
Scouts worldwide sent letters to the magazine 
telling of their adventures.

Baden Powell continued writing his weekly 
article for the magazine till shortly before his 
death in 1941
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Humshaugh Camp
After the success of the Poole Harbour Camp at 
Brownsea Island in 1907, a second camp was held the 
following year. While there were many Scout camps in 
early 1908, the first National Scout Camp led by B-P was 
at Humshaugh, Northumberland from 22nd August to 4th 
September 1908.

A competition was held to select suitable scouts 
to attend. It was run as a promotion for The Scout 
magazine, which had been launched in April. The 
competition invited readers to send in coupons 
nominating candidates.

An application form to join the Scouts was included in 
the magazine along with one from a friend. Of the 29,010 
entries thirty boys were selected to attend the camp and 
these included young Irish Scout Robert F. Crawford age 
12 from Dublin
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Scout Badges

Brownsea Island Scout Badge 
(1st. Scout Badge before the 
Scout Movement starts), as close 
to what was believed to be used 
at the Experimental Camp in 
1907...
It is said that the boys tossed 
them over board when they 
returned on the ferry home, non 
are known to exist!

Badges and insignia are a key feature of 
Scouting uniforms, the initial idea taken directly 
from military uniforms, and introduced by 
Baden Powell in his military career in Ireland 
to denote rank and skill. Merit and proficiency 
badges are awarded for expertise is over 90 
subjects and are worn on the uniform shirt 
arm. Scouts also display proficiency badges 
that indicate the level of general scouting skills 
knowledge a Scout has attained. 

A Scout indicates the Patrol they belong to by 
the display of Patrol colours. These have been 
displayed as shoulder ribbons until recent times 
and currently as logo based badges. 

Rank badges such as Patrol Leader and 
assistant Patrol Leader or Sixers in the Cub 
Scout section are denoted by ‘strip’ badges.

Participation at events are usually signified by 
more elaborate event badges.

County and Group badges are designed by 
local groups and show where a Scout is from.

Hat badges are also used to denote rank or 
attainment and the basic hat badge, as used 
on the ‘BP Mountie’ type scout hat can also be 
adorned with coloured plumes.

The collecting and swapping of badges of all 
kinds is a popular hobby of Scouts and can 
be seen at large Scout events and jamboree 
worldwide. Badge swapping and trading is done 
through a straight swap for swap transaction. 
The buying and selling of badges is not 
undertaken by young people.

Scout Belt buckle

Evolution of Scout Badge

Patrol Leader and Senior Patrol 
Leader badges

First Class Badge

Group Name tags

Group BadgesPatrol Ribbons
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The Scouting Journey

Merit badges exist to encourage Scouts 
to explore areas that interest them and to 
teach them valuable skills in Scoutcraft. 
The pursuit of merit badges, sometimes 
leading to career choices and lifelong 
hobbies. Scouts earn a merit badge 
by satisfying specified criteria; and are 
awarded by their peers in recognition of 
their achievement.

The subjects covered are wide and varied 
and reflect the social norms or interest of 
generations. Camping and outdoor skills 
have always been popular whereas the 
introduction of Computer or technology 
based merit badge subjects are recent 
innovations.

The Farmer Merit badge, once popular, 
is now awarded very rarely reflecting the 
current urban lifestyle of our members.

Merit Badges

Merit badges 1930 - 1960

Scout Merit badges

Cub Scout Proficiency Badges
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Scout Equipment
In the early days of Scouting there was not an 
official scout shop as exists today and Scout 
equipment was obtained from store who provided 
the equipment on a franchised basis. Switzers - a 
large department store in Dublin held this franchise 
as you will see from the advertisement. The adverts 
pictured here provide examples of the type and cost 
of equipment at that time.
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Sea Scouting
As a boy B-P had enjoyed boating. In 1872, when aged only 15, he 
and his brothers paddled a collapsible canoe up to the source of the 
Thames, and portaged the watershed to paddle down the Avon, and 
up the Severn estuary and Wye into Wales, camping en route. Later 
they had many holidays sailing the south coast of England. They 
were led by his older brother Warrington, who served in the Merchant 
Navy. 

Boating had featured in the original ‘Scouting for Boys’, and some 
Scouts included it in their programme from the beginning, as did Mr. 
Fortune’s who formed 1st Dublin Troop, who received training from 
the coastguards at Ringsend. 

In August 1909, following from the success of the Humshaugh Camp, 
a second national ‘competition’ camp with a nautical theme was held 
for 100 Scouts on board TS Mercury and at Beaulieu in Hampshire, 
and this event was the genesis of Sea Scouts.

The lucky 100 boys were divided into two groups with one spending 
one week on land and then swapping with the boys who had been on 
the ship for the week. So began the branch of Scouting on the water 
which attracted boys from inner cities as well as the coast as long as 
they had access to water be it sea, canal or river.

The first national Sea Scout event was a display on Edgebaston 
Reservoir staged during the Birmingham Rally of 1913. It was 
attended by B-P and Lord Beresford. During the display a Sea Scout 
found an injured man and was able to summon a doctor by standing 
on his boat and signalling with flags. Sea Scouts from Ireland also 
attended this event

By 1910 Sea Scouts were established in Britain for those who 
wished activity afloat to be a major part of their programme. At 
B-P’s request, his brother Warrington published Sea Scouting and 
Seamanship for Boys in 1912.

TS Mercury
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Baden Powell Visits Irish Scouts

In 1910 B-P inspected Dublin Scouts at Portobello (now Cathal Brugha)
Barracks in Rathmines, and visited Cork and Belfast. He returned in 1911 
to review Scouts in Dublin and Belfast. 

B-P also inspected Scouts in the Iveagh Gardens and Ringsend in Dublin, 
Dundalk, Cliftonville in Belfast and other Troops across the north as far as 
Strabane in 1915.

In 1928 B-P visited Ireland again and attended reviews in Lansdowne 
Road, Dublin and Cork. He also saw some 500 Scouts in camp at 
Powerscourt Demesne in Enniskerry, Co. Wicklow.
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Girl Guides
Scouting For Girls?
Not in the early days!! However in response to the huge demand for 
girls to join the Boy Scouts, B-P established a sister organisation, the 
Girl Guides, in 1910. In some countries (such as the USA) they are 
known as Girl Scouts. In later times many Scout Associations have 
opened their membership to girls.

Patrol Leader - Irish Girl Guide Girl Guide from Greystones

4th Dublin Girl Guides Company Registration Certificate 1910
Acknowledgment - A hundred Years a growing - A history 

of Irish Guiding by Gillian Finan



The Scouting Journey

1911 1912 191319101909

The Paintings

If I were a boy again 1910

The Pathfinder 1910 Good service in London slums 1912

Raw Material 1914

Be prepared 1912

Ernest Stafford Carlos (1883-1917) was 
an establish artist in the 1900’s and had 
displayed his work at the Royal Academy in 
London.

He had a deep social interest in the plight 
of young people in the slums of London and 
was quick to embrace Scouting. He founded 
the 107th London Scout Troop.

Carlos work depicted a range of different 
scenes of early Scouting activity. His pas-
sion and deep interest in Scouting enabled 
him to accurately reflect the movement, its 
ethos and endeavours, particularly those in 
the East End of London. His paintings were 
very important in the promotion of Scouting 
in its formation period.

A number of these artworks are on display in The White 
House, Gilwell Park, London headquarters of the Scout 
Association UK.

Acknowledgment - Scout Association UK.
































































































