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The foundation of street games can be traced back 

hundreds of years and swings and elements of games 

have been found in Crete dating back to 1600BC. 

Children of the wealth done must of the playing as they 

had the money to build and purchase toys and games 

for their enjoyment. Hoops, kites, tag and swords were 

all common place on the streets of our ancestors and 

these games have been pasted down from generation to 

generation over the centuries.

Many games of these times have been updated 

changed and rules places of them to encourage fairness 

in the games the children played. Furthermore the 

change in social attitude throughout the centuries has 

lead to the banning or disappearance in some games, 

which were old fashioned or had cruelty to animals in 

the game.

Technology has played a part in the development of 

street games. Wood and metal would have be the main 

materials used in the early part of the games children 

played. However with the discovery of rubber in the 

18th century, this lead to the  growth in ball games been 

played. Cultural and travel changes around the world 

also lead to new games been traded between nations. 

Trade lies to China lead to the import of kites into the 

western world and these became a kid favourite over 

the next number of years.

In this country, Ireland, much of the games played were 

of British influence. That been said each country had 
their own variation of the game. There was a massive 

growth in street games in the 1900’s in Ireland. Many of 

the street games played today originated for this period 

in history. Ball games, tag, marbles, bicycle riding, and 

History of street games



make-believe games such as cops and robbers were 

among the favourites of boys for over 60 years. 

Skipping, tag, hopscotch, and dolls were high among 

girls. More highly organised games with fixed rules, 
such football, rose in popularity among boys as a result 

of the expansion of television and radio.

Play became a major part of life in the lives of children 

and he community. So much so that, laws were pass 

to enable communities to have areas and street for 

play. English Law in 1938 and provided local authorities 

with the powers to close streets for children to play 

out on between 8:00am and sunset. The controlled 

environment of the playground is now the places were 

games are played. The street is now longer the arena of 

play 

Street games have be a fixture in the childhood of a 
child for centuries. However over the last 15 years there 

has been a decrease in the level of children playing 

these games due to the increase in technology based 

games via Xbox and Playstation and the development 

of social media. The street game is now disappearing 

however the hope is to reignite this spark with the 

creation of this product.


























